AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-9 (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) A method for electronically initiating payment of an amount 
owed to a vendor from a local elect r onic p ayment p r ocessing int e rface at a customer computer 
system regardless of whether the vendor utilizes an electronic payment technology, the method 
comprising: 

providing the customer computer syste m, wherein the customer computer system 
comprises comprising an electronic accounting application and an electronic payment 
processing module, wherein the electronic payment processing module is capable of 
communicating with the electronic accounting application at a and the local electronic 
payment processing interface; 

automatically receivin g, at the electronic payment processing module, dynamic 
electronic print data at the local electronic payment processing int e rface from the electronic 
accounting application; 

using the dynamic electronic p rint data to selectively generate an electronic payment 
file at the electronic payment processing module local electronic p ayment p r ocessing 
int er fac e; 

selectively transmittin g, via the local electronic payment processing interface, the 
electronic payment file from the electronic payment processing module local electronic 
paym e nt processing int e rfac e to a third-party electronic payment processing center for the 
payment of the amount owed to the vendor; and 
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r e ceiving th e electronic payment file at the third-party electronic payment processing 
c e nte r to effectuate the payment of the amount owed to the vendo r r egardless of wheth e r the 
vendo r utilizes an elect r onic payment th r ough 

remitting, via the third-party electronic payment processing center, the amount to the 
vendor electronically where the vendor is capable of receiving electronic paymen t and by 
physical delivery where the vendor is incapable of receiving electronic payment, technology 
when availabl e and through a pr int e d check when no electronic payment technology is 
available . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the step for receiving 
the e l e ctronic payment file at the thi r d- p arty e l e ctronic p ayment processing cente r to effectuate the 
payment of the amount owed to the vendor rega r dless of whether the vendor utilizes an electronic 
paym e nt through elect r onic paym e nt technology when availabl e and through a p rint e d check when 
no el e ctronic payment technology is available remitting, via the third-party electronic payment 
processing center, the amount to the vendor further comprises a step for printing, at using a printing 
device at the electronic payment processing cente r, a negotiable instrument in the to effectuate 



th e local elect r onic p ayment pr ocessing inte r face . 

12. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the step for r e ceiving 
the elect r onic payment file at the thi r d- p arty electronic payment pr ocessing cente r to effectuate the 
p ayment of the amount owed to the vendo r r ega r dless of whethe r the vendo r utilizes an elect r onic 
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■amount owed to the vendor r es p onsive to r ecei p t of the electronic payment file from 



pjiymp.n t th r ough rlerr.tmnic payment technology when available remitting, via the third-party 
electronic payment processing center, the amount to the vendor further comprises steps for: 

generating an ACH file at the third-party electronic payment processing center from 

the electronic payment file r e ceived from the local electronic payment processing inte r face ; 

and 

using the ACH file to effectuate the payment of the amount owed to the vendor 
responsive to the electronic payment file r e ceived from the local electronic payment 
processing interface when electronic payment t e chnology is available . 

13. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising: 
providing a financial account number of a financial institution that corresponds to the 

vendor for receiving the payment, wherein the financial institution is electronically coupled 
to the third-party electronic payment processing center; and 

receiving the ACH file at the financial institution from the third-party electronic 
payment processing center. 

14. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the electronic payment 
file comprises at least one of the group consisting of remittance data, an invoice number, an invoice 
date, an invoice description, an invoice amount, a check date, a check number, a check amount, a 
payee name, and a payee address. 

Claims 15-16 (cancelled) 
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1 7. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the electronic payment 
file isjn an ASCII text data format. 

18. (currently amended) A method for using a-tereafan electronic payment processing 
int er fac e m odule coupled to a local electronic accounting application to effectuate payment of an 
amount owed to a vendor regardless of whether the vendor or a financial institution of the vendor 
employs electronic data exchange for payment processing, the method comprising: 

providing a customer computer system having the electronic accounting application 
and the tecahelectronic payment processing module int er face ; 

automatically receiving, electronic p rint data at the kreri-electronic payment 
processing int er fac e module, dynamic electronic print data from the electronic accounting 
application; 

using the dynamic electronic p rint data to selectively generate an electronic payment 
file at the local-electronic payment processin g module interface ; 

sel e ctively transmitting the electronic payment file from the local elect r onic payment 
processing inte r face to a third-party electronic payment processing system to effectuate the 
payment of the amount owed by the customer to the vendor r e gardless of whether the vendo r 
or a financial institution of the vendor employs electronic data exchang e for payment 
processing, whe r ein , whe r ein th e payment is dynamically effecutated by one of: 

using an electronic payment technology to effectuate the payment when the 

electronic payment t e chnology is employ e d for financial data exchange is utilized by 

at least one of (i) the vendor and (ii) a-the financial institution of the vendor; and 



generating and providing a printed eheek -negotiable instrument on behalf of 
the user to effectuate the payment when no-electronic payment t e chnology exchange 
is not utilized employed to enable a financial data exchange by the v e ndor and the 
financial institution of the vendo r. 

19. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 18, wherein the step for using an 
electronic payment technology to effectuate the payment when the electronic payment t e chnology 
is em p loyed for financial data exchange is utilized by at least one of (i) the vendor and (ii) a financial 
institution of the vendor further comprises a step for generating an ACH file to automatically 
effectuate the payment of the amount owed to the vendor r esponsive to the electronic payment file 
rec e ived f r om the local e l e ct r onic paym e nt processing inte r face . 

20. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 8, wherein the electronic payment 
file comprises at least one of the group consisting of remittance data, an invoice number, an invoice 
date, an invoice description, an invoice amount, a check date, a check number, a check amount, a 
payee name, and a payee address. 

2 1 . (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 8, wherein the electronic 
payment file was g e ne r ated on the custome r compute r system from accounting info r mation and 
an el e ctronic accounting application, and wh er ein the elect r onic payment file is in an ASCII text 
data format. 



6 



